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Task 6: Clarification of the Defender Posture Description

The purpose of this task is to identify the engagements 1in
which the defender's posture consists of two of the five basic
posture levels used in the data base (i.e., fortified, prepared,
hasty, delay, and withdrawal) and to indicate whether the posture
levels are a combination or an average. For a definition of
posture and its five basic levels, see pages T-9 of Volume II of

the original data base.

1. A combination defensive posture is one in which two
fully developed posture 1levels occur in two or more sectors
across the front of a defensive position or in two or more lines
of defense through the depth of a defensive position. A
combination defensive posture may also occur, frequently in
engagements of prolonged duration, when two fully developed

posture levels occur at different times during the course of the

engagement. An  "x"™ under column headidg 1l indicates that the
posture 1is a combination, and an "x" under the column heading

Front, Width, or Time shows whether the combination posture is

over the front or throughout the depth of a defensive position or
over time.

2. An average defensive posture is one which has
features of two types of posture but does not contain all the
characteristics inherent to a single posture type. An "x" under
column heading 2 indicates that the posture is an average. It
has been determined that in average posture descriptors, the two
levels of posture are generally uniformly mixed. Therefore,

average posture descriptors are not enhanced by entries under the

column headings for across the front, through depth, or over time.
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Review of posture descriptors for this task has resulted in
the reevaluation of postures for six engagements. They are:
White Mountain, #2, changes from PD to H/PD.
Dunbar, #27, changes from H/PD to HD.
Solferino, #168, changes from H/PD to HD.

Sadﬁga (Koeniggraetz), #169, charges from H/PD
to s

Custozza II, #170, changes from H/PD to HD.
Adabiya, #582, changes from H/PD to WDL.
Users of the data base should make the above changes in
Table 2 of the original data base.
Explanations of the column headings for the Task 6 tables
are as follow.

POST D1/POST D2 are the postures entered in Table 2 of

the original data base.
Descrigtor indicates either a combination or average
of two posture levels, column heading 1 being the former and

column heading 2 the latter as described above.

Defensive Posture Changes are the types of changes in a

combination posture descriptor, either Front, Depth, or Time, as

described above.



DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATICN
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION

Bunker Hill, #82
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION

Zurich III, #113
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION

Waterloo, #145
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION

“Opequon Creek (Third Winchester), #211
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TURE CLARIFICATION
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATIOMN
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION

Meuse-Argonne, Phase III, #381
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION

Sele-Calore Corridor, #396
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION

Shuri Envelopment, Phase II, #532
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION

Nablus, #553
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION
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DEFENDER POSTURE CLARIFICATION
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Task 7: Identification of the Quality of Strength and Loss Data

The purpose of this task is to provide values that indicate
the adjudged relative 1levels of reliability for strength and
casualty data. These values, called data reliability estimates,
are intended to be compatible with use in statistical analyses.

The data reliability estimates shown on the Task 7 tables
represent the maximum ranges of possible values for strength or
casualty data expressed in whole numbers as percentages of the
strength or casualty data entered in the "Strength" or "Casual-
ties" columns of the Task 2 tables in Volume III of this study.
For example, the data reliability estimate +25/-15 means that the
range of possible values for a data entry could possibly be as
high as 25% greater than, or as low as 15% 1less than, the
reported strength or casualty value. -In a case where the

reported strength or casualty value is 100 and the data reli-

ability estimate is +25/-15 (i.e., 25% greater than and 15% less
than 100), the range of possible values is from 125 to 85. Or,
if the reported strength or casualty value is 50 and the data
reliability estimate +25/-15 (i.e., 25% greater than and 15% less
than 50), the range is from 63 to 43.

In general, data reliability estimates are calculated in two
ways. The first is —aéed most often in cases when only one
strength or casualty data value is available for use in the data

base. In these cases, the data reliability estimate is formu-
lated strictly on the analyst's judgment. In making an estimate,
the analyst considers such factors as the methodology used for
the derivation of data, the quality of the source of the data, or
possible bias on the part .f the author of a data source.
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If more than one value is available, then the most reliable
values with the greatest differences from the data base number
are used to calculate the data reliability estimates. The dif-
ferences between the data base number and the values of greatest
departure from it, computed as percentages of the data base
value, are the data reliability estimates. Fbr example,
Confederate (defender) casualties at the Battle of Brandy Station
(#198) are given as 500 in the data base (Dupuy and Dupuy, Ency-
clopedia, p. 885). B&L, III:263, gives 485 as the Confederate
casualties and Freeman, III:13, reports 523. The differences
between these values and the data base value are 15 and 23. The

numbers 15 and 23 are computed as percentages of 500 to give data

reliability estimates of -3.0 and +4.6. The equations used are:

15/500 as X/100, so X = 3.0, where
X ="Minimum" data reliability estimate.

23/500 as Y/100, gp Y = 4.6, where
Y = "Maximum" data reliability estimate.

The data reliability estimate for defender casualties at

Brandy Station 1is +45/-3 (4.6 being rounded off to the nearest
whole number), 1i.e., no more than 523 (or 525) and no less than
485 with 500 as the value entered in the data base.

The defender strength in the same battle is reported in the

data base as 10,000 (Dupuy and Dupuy, Encyclopedia, p. 885).

B&L, III:261, reports 10,292 for defender strength. The number
292 is computed as a percentage of 10,000 to give a data

reliability estimate of +2.92.

292/10,000 as 2/100, sg Z = 2.92, where
Z = "Maximum" data reliability estimate.

23

S L T et W] W1 Ay e et e pl -0 L e g P vy




Eraan
0

HE SO0 §BEe e s

In this example, the data base value is considered the

minimum possible value, 8o the data reliability estimate for
defendér strength at Brandy Station is shown as +3 (2.92 being
rounded off to the nearest whole number), i.e., no more than
10,292 (or 10,300) and no less than 10,000, the value entered in
the data base.

Date reliability estimates are entered for strength and
casualty data under column headings Strength and Casualties on
the Task 7 tables. The letters A and D in the left-hand column

of the tables refer to attacker and defender.
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Gettsburg, #199
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Cold Harbor, #2865
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Five Forks, #217
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Belfort, #229
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The Ourcq II, #271
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DATA RELIABILITY ESTIMATES

Komarov, #283
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